GHANA AND UNESCO

The Man and Biosphere (MAB) Programme

The Man and the Biosphere Programme
(MAB), proposes an interdisciplinary
research agenda and capacity building
aiming to improve the relationship of
people with their environment globally.
Launched in the early 1970s, it notably
targets the ecological, social and economic
dimensions of biodiversity loss and the
reduction of this loss. It uses its World
Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR) as
vehicles for knowledge-sharing, research
and monitoring, education and training,
and participatory decision-making.

Today, with more than 553 Biosphere
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eagles, bulbuls, flycatchers, the black-
collared lovebird and the threatened white-
breasted guinea fowl live in this habitat.
404 species of butterflies have been docu-
mented in Bia. Itis also the only know home
of Agama sylvanus, a newly discovered
species of Lizard.

About 14,000 people live in the biosphere
reserve on a permanent and seasonal
basis. Their main economic activity is
agriculture, with cocoa serving as the
major cash crop. The management of the
site has put into place a rather original
scheme to diversify income opportu-



